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Aving in the Two former Reigas, and alſo in this of 
Her moſt gracious Majeſty, appear d both in tbe 
# FB honourable Houſe of Commons, and alſo ſeveral 
K times to the moſt honourable the Lords, for the Im- 
rovement of the Militia, for which I have not receiv'd any Re- 
; Srimand or Cenſure, either by Word of Mouth of in Print, but 
may without Oftentation ſay I have been thank d both by Lords 
and Commoners, which encourages my old and weaker Genius 
to renew and connex ſome of my former Obſervatipns, to try 
whether they may have any better Fortune than the Predecef- 
ſors, in a new Parliament; who appear to regulate former Mi- 


ſtakes and Management. ; 
Therefore 1 preſume to take my old Oar in Hand, end ſtir a 
little ta the troubled Waters, yet retaining my old Principles, 


as a meer Old Engliſh Man; tho | muſt confeſs my ſelf diſcoy- 
rag'd; finding the Recruit-Billconminu'd without Alterations, only 3 
an additional Clauſe as to regulating ſome innovated Practices 
amongſt the Military Men, and not hearing one Word as yet of 
- the Militia, on which I printed a ſhort Diſcourſe in 1707. under 
this Title, Former Prints for à Standing- Army, and others in Vin- 
dication of the M.litia, conſider d; and it's hop d ſo reconcild, that 
the Militia may be made aſeſil for the recruiting the —_— £4 
— n 3 . Fn 5 „ : i. + Þ 5, , 
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Militia and Reormt-Bills, &c. 
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5 This, and another Diſcout fe ſtace in I709, have not mov'd any. 
. _ Cognizance of the Militia otherways (this 22 Years) than that it 
mal be continv'd the? the Month' Pay is nat repaid , but what 
| Continuation lignifies is ealily determin'd, for they have nat 
been call'd out fince the Revolution; nor, with Submiſſion, do 
1 apprehegd the Manth's Tax material to be taken notice of after 
ProprRtors too c ie, of whom it. may be ſupposd few. will 
appear and make a due Claim, fo that there muſt be ſomething. 
more in the Wind than this Month's Pay; perhaps it may be an 
Apprehenſion of diſtaſting or diſturbing the Freeholders, by 
whom the Infantry are raise. 1 
I muſt confeſs when L was concern'd in the Militia, (having 
the Care of a 100 Men in my own Country, from the Reſtorati- 
on for near 30 Years,) my Ohſervation was, that the moſt Com- 
plaints and ſeeming Grievances were by the Diſſenters, and ve- 
ry ſcldam apy (without a juſt Cauſe) by thoſe who were real 
Church of England Men; and it's thoſe before-mention'd. whom 
F have heard diſcourſe whether it was not againſt Magna Charta 
to ſend a free-born Subject out of England, which I ſuppoſe the 
enſuing Quotations may anſwer, and I hope ſatisfy, if the Mili- 
tia ever comes into faſhion to be more uſeful than it is, which I 


* = 


"> ad morally afſurx'd it may be made, either by the Scheme that 


= requir'd it. 


hath been affer d, which I ſhall. not crond in here, becauſe it may 
be thought I am fond. of-my;own Opinion, when indeed it would: 
lengthen this to a Charge more than my Purſe will well bear, 
which I have reaſon. to conſider, never having receĩv'd any Fa- 
vour for all my Services, Sufferings, and Endeavours, nor my. 
Father before me, tho? his private Gentleman's Eſtate and his 
Bet ſon were ruin'd in and by the War of Forty One, which 1 
muſt alſo. wave, becauſe the Particulars are long, unleſs | find 
theſe Endeavours taken notice of ; it's a Folly to mention former 
Loyalty, therefore I go on in ſaying that the Tenures of Knight- 
Service, Villenage, Eſcuage, Ward-Ships, &c. were not taken 
away until Anno 12. Charles II. when the Exciſe and Militia were 
ſettled by way of Compoſition, or Compact, which at that time 
gave ſo great a Satisfaction, that People counted it Halcion Days. 
and yet now, tho there be a Neceſlity, for the Weal of the Na- 
tion, to ſend Soldiers beyond Sea, | find ſeveral unwilling to run 
the Hazard for their Country's Good, and pretend a Privilege 
by: Magna Charta not to be ſent beyond Sea, tho tis apparent it: 
was the Cuſtom. in former Reigus, when the Nation's Affairs 
j 5 Whereas. 
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 » Whereas Commiſſioners have been awarded to ſeurral People. of Edward 3 
. Shires to prepare Men of Arms, and convey them to the King into mg 1 
Scotland, or elſewhere, at the Charge of the Shires. The King hath * 
not before this time given any Wages to the ſaid Preparers and Con- 
veyers, nor Soldiers whom they have brought, whereby the Commons 
of the Counties have been at great Charge, and much impoveriſhed. 
The King wills that it ſhall be done ſo no more. 
. This Chapter ſhews-that the Subjects of this Kingdom us'd to 
* ſerve beyond Sea at the Countries Charge, which the King here 
wills ſhall be done ſo no more. This was enacted 25 Years after 
Magna Charta, and demonſtrates that no Act of Immunity, or 
Privilege from Service in Arms out of the Kingdom, ought to be 
of value when the Nation's Affairs required Service; ſo that if 
other Acts be now objected againſt impreſſing any Men to go out 
; of the Kingdom, the Parliament can remove that Objection as 
| well now as in Edward the Third's Time. 3 
It is enacted, That no Man ſhall be compell'd to arm himſelf Edward 3. 
to go out of his Shire but where Neceſlity requireth, and then Sane '+- 
it ſhall be done as it hath been done. — Which implies, That h 7. 
Subjects of England were obliged to ſerve as Soldiers where Ne- 
| ceſlity required. 5 275 | 
It is enated, — That Men of Arms, Hoblers, and Ar- Fdward 34+ | 
chers, choſen to go in the King's Service, or out of England, Nuno 19. 
ſhall be at the King's Wages from the Day they depart out of C7. 
the Counties where they were choſen until they return. 
| Theſe AQs were confirmed by King Henry the Fourth. So *tis Henry 4+ 
apparent that Forces to ſerve abroad were choſen out of the Bo- Anno 4. 
dies of Men now called Militia, and eater'd into the King's Pay. _ 
Sets forth at large ſending Soldiers into Parts beyond the Seas, Ed ward 6+ 
and to the Seas, as alſo into Scotland, and other Places, divers Anno 2-3. 
times, both within this Realm, and without this Realm, many CP. 2+ 
able Perſons, or Soldiers, well furniſhed with good Horſes and 
Harneſſes, meet to ſerve the King in his Wars, to their great 
Charge, &c. | | 
is provided, That any thing in that Act contained, ſhall not Car 2. 
be deemed to extend to any Power for tranſporting Subjects of Pana 27. 
this Realm, or compelling them to march out of this Kingdom, * | 
otherwiſe than by. the Laws of this Kingdom ought to be done. - - | 
Which implies, that upon ſeveral Occaſions it has, and may be 
done by Law. | 25 | 2 ved _ 
'Tis obſervable that many publick Affairs are wholly left in 1 = 
the Power of the Parliament, as in this Chapter, no Man ſhall be Gap, 8. 
| 8 con- 
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Henry 5. 
Anno 4. | 
Edward 4. 
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| Edward 1 
Anno 25. 
r. bo 


Anno 1642, 


(5) 


| rodſteginel to find Men of Arms, other than thoſe that hold by 
Enights-Service, if it be not by common Aſſent, and Grant in 


Parliament. 


The raiſing of Soldiers and Duration of Military Affairs have 


for many Ages been referr'd to Parliament, becauſe they can't be 
maintained without Money and Aids given by Parliament. 


That for no Buſineſs ſhall the King take Aids, Tasks, or Pri- 


zes, but by common Aſſent of the People. 


With Submiſſion, the preſent Recruit Bills omit the taking 


Care for ſick and maimed Soldiers, and giving to thoſe Encou- 


ragement that have faithfully ſerved in the Army, as in former 


Days have been done, by virtue of ſeveral Statutes. 


Acts were made for Relief of ſick and maimed Soldiers, and 


ia Anm 43 of that Queen every. Pariſh in England and Wales 


was obliged to Pay Weekly a Sum "rated not exceeding 104. or 


under 2 d. 
The Parliament ordained, that the particular Pariſhes the laſt 


Fabitation Places of every maimed or flain Soldier, ſhould raiſe a 


competent Stock of Money, by way of Aſſeſsment upon the In- 


Anno 1651. 


Anno 2654 


Mr. Scobe}s 


ions. 


Henry 5. 


Anno 9. 


Anno 4. 
Henry 8. 
Anno 3. 


. 
Anno 13-14. 


Cap. 90. 


it | Cherles 2. 


Anno —4 


Cap. 16 


habitants of the ſeveral Pariſhes, for Relief of the ſaid maimed 
Soldiers, or the Widows and Children of the Slain. 
An Ordinance paſſed for Relief of ſick and maimed Soldiers, 


their Wicows, Cc. who loſt their Lives in Scotland and Ireland. 


The Parliament ordained, for the Encouragement of Soldiers 
that had ſerved in the Wars, that they might exerciſe any Trade 


in any Corporation; and, upon Indictment, to plead his Service 


in the War; which Plea was ordained to be allowed. 
Protections were granted to them that were in the King's 


| Service in Normandy or France, or which ſhould paſs with him 
into France. 


"Confirms the Act of Henvy the Fifth. 
Likewiſe confirms the Privilegts granted by Henry . 
la the beginning of an AR 'tis mentioned that the King in- 


_ tended to fend over a great Army. 


And in King Charles the Second Time, 'it was Enacted to- 


wards the Relief of Poor and Maimed Officers and Soldiers, 


that every Pariſh ſhould pay as by the Act of Elizabeth 43. And 
moreover, that at the reſpective Quarter Seſſions to be held af- 
ter Eaſter, every Pariſnh ſnould be Rated by the Juſtices of the 
Peace as ſhall ſeem meet to them, not below 3 d. and not ex- 
oeding 2 5. 64. per Week. Soldiers that had Serv'd under the 


end the Duke of Albermarlt, the "Om of April, 1660,-and 
never 
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never deſerted him, were enabled to ſet up Trades in any City 
or Corporation, or elſewhere ; - notwithſtanding the Statute 
made in Anno 5: Elizabeth, Prohibiting the uſe of certain Trades, 
by any Perſon that had not ſerv'd as an Apprentice to ſuch a 
Trade, by the ſpace of Seven Years. | 1 
Theſe Acts and common Practice having clear'd the Queſtion, 
whether Men may be ſent by Act of Parliament out of the Mi- 
litia, into Land-Service beyond the Seas: It's now pre- 
ſam'd to ſhew ſome Inſtances wherein the Militia have been uſe- 
ful to England, not only to quell inteſtine Broils and Rebelli-- 
ons, but alſo to gain conſiderable Conqueſts beyond Sea. 
Edward VI. by the Militia, ſubdued the many Riſings and- 
Rebellions of his Subjects, almoſt in every County of the King- 
dom, who by Force of Arms endeavoured to oppoſethe Re- 
formation; and when the Spariards deſign'd to Invade this Kiog-- 
dom in 1588, with an Invincible Armada, (as they boaſtingly: 
ſtil'd it) how ready was the Militia to Serve Q. Elz : (which 
tho' Her Army was compos'd of Men,  oblig'd-by ſeveral Tyes, 
(as Knights Service, Eſcuage, & r.) either to ſerve in the War 
themſelves, or find Men of Arms to do it, were. Men Raw and 
Undiſciplin'd, as our preſeat Militia is; (ſo can be counted no 
other than a Militia ;)- theſe faithful Soldiers with Alacrity, not 
to be exceeded by a Standing Army, watch'd the Motions of 
the Attempting Foes ; and without doubt, had God permit-- 
ted them to Land; they would have been received with ſo great 
Bravery, that- would have convinc'd the World, that the Mi- 
litia of England are uſeful, and ought to be Valued. © 
Many more home Inſtances I could bring as well as Foreign, 


to ſhew how Serviceable the Militia- of England has been, and: 


may ſtill be. How often in the Reigns of Edward III. Henry V. 
Henry VIII. have our Militia (I can call it no otherwiſe) car-- 
ried the. War into the Bowels of France, and Purſu'd their Con- 
queſt into the Capital City of Paris, where England's King was 


Crown'd with the French Diadem. The very Name of Talbot, 


that famous Engliſh General was at that time a Terror to the 
French. In Queen Ekzabeth's Time, how bravely did the Eng- 

th (drawn out of the Counties Soldiers) oppoſe the Tyrranick 
Power. of Philip the II. of Spain, deſign'd quite to enſlave 
the Dutch, and took thoſe then diſtreſſed States into Prote- 
ction. Our Militia is a fruitful Soil, that if Cultivated, would 
produce mighty Advantage to the Nation, as to its Defence 
againſt an Invading Enemy; and alſo be 'a Nurſery, to 
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 Topply with Recruits 'a Standing Army. Oor Predeceſſors 
thought it of ſome Value ſure, elſe the Power of Commanding , © 
it, would never have been ſo contended for in Aung 1641, — 1 
find in the Hiſtory of the Lives of the Chancellors of England, 
the Diſpute (between Lord Chancellor Hide, and Commis 
H hbitlock) in om the Power of the Militia lay, was argued by 
thoſe Two lugenious Men : Clarendon conceiv'd it ought to be 
Abſolutely in the King, and IV hitlocł thought in King and Par- 
liameat together: But ia Proceſs of Time, that was over-Rul'd, 
and after King Charless Reſtoration, was declared Abſolutely in 


the Crown. I hope the Recital of the Authors 4th Paragraph, 


Folio 367. may be a Caution to thoſe of Emineacy in this Age. 
Whereia it is ſaid, How different ſoever their Sentiments appear d 
to be, as go the unnatural War that followed, they were equally unhap- 
py; that the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of their Pens to the cont end- 
ing Parties, ſpould contribute to widen, rather than make up the gaſh- 

ly breach, which their Mutual and after-endeavours at Uxbridge, 
could not effect. This makes out what bas been formerly ſaid 
upon ee the Militia; thai Jealoukes ſtarted, are not ea- 
. . r 

Mr. Dryden's { Why are we vlam'd if that we go aſtray? © 

two Lines, {When all aur Guides diſpute which is the way, 
Which by him are applied to the Learned Clergy, or other 
Pretenders to Religion, and may alſo be obſervable by us of the 
Laity : It's not to be denied what Mr. Whitlock argued, for the 
Afilitia being in the King and Parliament for a Foreign War, 
which cannot be maintain'd without Parliamentary Aid: But be 
bimſelf does in eſſect, after his Arguments with the Chancellor, 
allow the Ailitia do be abſolutely in the Crown; for he courted 
General Cromwell with it as his chief Security, as is obſervable 
in the Hiſtory of the Chancellors, beginaing at Page 150. where 
General Cromwell deſires a private Diſcourſe with him; where 
ia many Pages following he unboſoms himſelf; and in long Con- 
ferences ſets forth the Grievances of thoſe Times, declares his 
Inelination tobe King; complains of the Diſcontents, Dangers, 
&c. of the Standing Army growing into Factious and Ambiti- 
ous Deſigns: That it was a wonder to him that they were not 
in high Mutinies, Cc. well worth Reading in the Pages 151, 
252, 153, 154+ in which ſecond Paragraph, &c. he ſays, What 
if a Man ſhovid take upon him to be King? Wreck anſwered, 
He thought chat Remedy would be worſe than the Diſeaſe. 
Cromwell ask d him, why he thought ſo ? As to your own Perſon. 
+5095} oe _—_ 
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Fs ( 9.) 
_  faid he, the Title of King would be of no Advantage, becauſe 
you have all the Kingly Power in you already concerning the 
_ Militia, as you are General: This Diſcourſe continues to Folio 
159, Anno 1652. in which Folio, Cromwell asks Whitlock what 
were his Thoughts for the prevention of thoſe Miſchiefs that 
Huang ovet their eee Þ =iniwdunar F 
- Whitlock replied, Pardon me Sir in the next place a little to 
conſider the condition of the King of Scots, (by whom was 
meant King Charles the II.) This Prince being now by your Va- 
our, and the Succefs which God hath given to the Parliament, 
and to the Army under your Command, reduc'd into ſo very 
low a Condition, both he and all about him, cannot but be very 
iaclinable to hear ken to any Terms, whereby their loſt Hopes 
may be Reviv'd, of his being Reſtor'd to the Crown, and they 
to their Fortunes and Native Country. . By a private Treaty 
with him, you may ſecure your Self and. your Friends, and their 
Fortunes; you may make your Selt and your Poſterity as Great 
and Permanent, toi all Humane Probability, as ever any Subject 
was; and provide for your Friends. You may put ſuch Limits 
to Monarchical Power, as will ſecure our Spiritual. and Civil 
Liberties ; and you may ſecure the Cauſe in which we are all 
engag'd: And this may be effeQually done, by having the Power 
of the Militia continued in your Self, and whom you ſhall agree 
upon after you. I propoſe therefore to your Excellency, to 
ſend to the King of Scors, and to make a Private Treaty with 
him to this purpoſe, and fo on. " 28 RE e 
Which proves what has been ſaid of the decay of the Roman 
Empire, in a former Diſcourſe of the Militia, Anno 1699. 
It's only obſerv'd at this time from thole Inſtances, that they 
who had ſet up themſelves by an Enthufiaſtical Military Power, 
thought the Militia a better Security than their Army, when 
they have little or nothing to do. 5 N : 
The ſame Author ia his curious Obſervations concerning the 
Laws, Religion, Military and Naval Strength of Sweedland, 
(folio 176. Anno 1654.) to folio 185, and fo forward. In Page 
183, Paragraph the ſixth, ſays, there is a great ſimilitude be- 
tween the Manners, Laws, Language and Diſpoſition of the 
Swedes, and the Engliſh; and the like Gallantry of their Gentry 
aud Soldiery, Induſtry of Merchants and Artificers, and Labo- 
riouſneſs of their Husband Men. They are generally like the 
Engliſh, and the more like to correſpond and agree in Amity 
with us. Waving many ay whereia the Ergliſh'and Swedes 
| | „ 
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h Paragraph in Page 181, may be obfery'd 


Fifty Thouſand Men, and all theſe maintain'd at a very ſmall 


Rate to the Crown, and with no Burden to the Country. Theſe 


may be drawn together in Ten Days; and out of thefe, they 
draw forth Soldiers upon any Foreign Deſign. 5 
To thoſe eminent Inſtances which demonſtrate that the Mili- 
tia has been eſteemed uſefnl, ſo as to be contended for, as valu- 
able and preferable, both at Home and Abroad, I ſhall only add 
that Anno primo Fac. 2. upon the Invaſion and Inſurrection of the 
hte Duke of Monmouth in the Weſt of England, the Militia be- 


 Hhaved themſelves as well, as if they had been long in conſtant 


Diſcipline: We muſt not ſlight the behaviour of our tronble- 


ſome Neighbours, the French, as to their Militia ;. for as our News 


Papers related, they appear'd not. long fince fo Numerous and 


Regular, (having very few ſtanding Diſciplin'd Men) that upon 


our Landing in three ſeveral Places, there was not one Engage- 
ment; it's ad ſtuporem gentium, that we do not make our ſelves 
as formidable. Our Evening-Poſt of Feb. 10. tells us, the French 
King has Order'd 25000 Militia, eo March out of Picardy into 
Handers, for recruiting his Army there. , 2 
The firſt Material Objection that I meet with againſt the Mi- 
Htia, as it has been ſettled ſince 1660, is by Mr. Waller, in the 
Lives of the Chancellors, Page 277, Paragraph thethird, wherein 
he ſays, The Militia is now as Burdenſome to the Fifty pounds- 
Man per Annum in the Country, almoſt as all other Faxes ; and 
the Lords have gotten this Advantage of ns, that they touch 
not the Burden wich their Finger; and this openly in the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons; which is a ſufficient Introduction for 


a2 general Tax, which has been forwerly propos'd, Anno 1698, 


1699. for ſapporting the Militia, and will be again mention'd 
in this following Diſcourſe. This Inſtance is the chiefeſt Rea- 


ſon | have met with, unleſs ſome of State, which I ſhall not re- 


cite, why the Nilitia has not been Exercisd (as in former times) 
for 22 Years laſt paſt, tho* Annually, and Act hath paſt for 
the continuance of the Militia, not withſtanding the Month's 
Pay at the Revolution is not ſatisfied; the coſideration of which, 
wich Submiſſion, may be laid afide : For it may reaſonably be 
fuppoſed there's few that expect it, being 20 Years paſt; fo that 


there may not be many Proprietors to claim it, if the whole 


Kingdom had been at the Charge of the Months Pay, which is 
ſuppoſed is was net: So that an Additional Method for the 1 
TIO 1 is 
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litia, may be made withdyt Clamour or Diſturbatice, if all Per- 
ſons will conſcientiouſſiy cbnſider that they odght to pay for the 
defence of their Profits, proportionably to what they enjoy, eſ- 
Pry if the Method formerly propos'd, or any other the Far- 
iament ſhall think more proper, ſhall take effect; and ſhall make 
appear to be more Uſeful, leſs Charge, leſs Trouble, and yet 
produce more Security at Home, and be in a good meaſure ig- 
ſtructed for going Abroad as occafions require, for Recruiting 
the Army now Abroad, or ſo long as this War continues, or any 
other ſhall happen in Futurity. And moreover, the Parliament 
may be eas'd of farther Recruit Bills, and the Jaſtices of the 
Peace through the whole Dominions, eas d of the trouble of Exe- 
cuting, as it were, the Office of Preſs-Maſters, whereby they 
have the Ill-will of their Neighbours, and yet cannot raiſe tte 
Recruits expected upon Immergencies, as has been experiment- 
ed; And may prove ſo this Year by what I hear, ſo that the 
Militia may yet this Year be helpful for Recruits. 
| For this War Pot has Boil'd fo long, that moſt of the Scam 
of the Nation (which is deſcribed in the Recruit Bills) is taken 
off, and many of the active young Men who ſhould have under- 
taken Trades, or Husbandry, to the Satisfaction of their Parents 
and Friends, have deſpis'd them, and are gone off; and alſo ma- 
ny who ſhould have undertaken Studies, have choſen to have 
their Portions and Aſſiſtance of their Friends, to raiſe Money 
for buying Commiſſions ; fo that conſiderate and confiderable 
Men, muſt withdraw their Hands from the Plow, and other in- 
duſtries, and apply themſelves to the Exerciſe of the Pike, Mu- 
Sket, and Sword, without thoughts of looking back, or ſettling 
at Home, until we have a conſolidated Peace; unleſs you will 
rely wholly upon Hirelings, or can be Recruited with our New _ 
Brethren of North- Britain. HE 
1 hope it will not be ſaid I am preſumptive, in obſerving and 
comparing ſeveral of the Acts quoted in the beginning of this 
Diſcourſe, with the late Acts for Recrits : The former require 
Soldiers upon Duty, the latter invite them by Premiums in hand, 
and Promiſes of Diſcharge at three Years end, but take no care 
of them in Reverſion; whereas former Acts comprehend what 
has been propos'd in the Scheme mentioned, which is the ſame 
with the preſent Acts for the Militia, as to the finding of Men 
to the number of fifty thouſand, forty thouſand Foot, eight 
thouſand Horſe, and 2000 Dragoons in England and — 
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' which are but half of the Number; or if ſtrictly obſer vd, a a 
third part of what are to be rais'd, or might be rais'd by the 


preſent Acts for the Militia: And if the like method goes on in 
Nort h- Britain, in proportion, there will be a conſider able addi- 


tion of Men in readineſs; 500 l. per Annum, for the caſe and 


certainty to the Nation, ſhall find a Horſeman, Horſe, and Ac- 


coutrements, and 100 l. per Annum, a Footman : But the propo- 
ſition or intention is, that the charge ſhall be born by the Pub- 


lick Stock, rais'd by the 6 d. per l. as above- mentioned; more- 
over, the Finders are to take care of their Repreſentatives, (as 


thoſe Men rais'd are lookt upon to be, which in the other Prints 
are more at large diſcours'd) that they have neceſſaries in caſe 


of Sickneſſes, Wounds or Lameneſs, or diſmiſt for any Impedi- 


ments, or upon a Certificate of their good behaviour, they be 
Diſcharg'd, the Finders ſhall be aſſiſting to their having a Penſi- 
on, or be put into an-Hoſpital; or if they deſire to exerciſe any 


Trade, or other Induſtry in any Corporation or County, the 
Finders are to be aiding ; and for farther encouragement for Sol- 
diers, it has been propos'd that 2 d. per Day be allowed out of. 


the Publick Stock, to every Soldier that ſhall be drawn ont of the 


Militia iato the Army, the very Day included that he is drawn, 


until he returns into the Country or Corporation where he was 


firſt Liſted; and this 2 4. to be over and above the daily Army 
Pay; ſo that he will have a Sum to ſet up any Trade or Imploy- 
meat, and be an encouragement to him, to ſtick to his Colours, 


and not deſert as has been much complain'd of: The Recruit 


Money being ſpent, which perhaps was 2, 3, or 4 /. the Run- 


away, if caught, is Hang'd, and the Service not perform'd ; ſo 


all is loſt. Whereas the Malitia Man, if he continues three 


Years in Service, will receive towards Stock, Nine Pounds. 
More might be ſaid, and brought into an AR, if the Parliament 


ſhall think fit; but if they do not approve of this Diſcourſe, I 


ſhall draw this concluſion, that Great Britain is Happier than I 


naderſtand; for if we have no want of Soldiers, IJ am heartily. 


content to loſe my Labour; and I do fit down with high Praiſes - 
and Gratitude to God Almighty, when I hear and conſider the 
great number of Men that are in Arms in our Neighbouring 


Countries ; the Marches and Counter- Marches, Sieges, Skir- 
miſhes, and Battles, which tho' they may be manag'd with the 
ſtricteſt Diſcipline that ever was in the World, yet valt Incon- 


- veniencies muſt happen, and Slaughters, to the Affrightments of 
all Inhabitants in thoſe Countries, whilſt we ſet quietly under 


Our 
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our own Vines, paying only our Quota. - I confeſs I am con- 


cern'd, at the complaints of the Merchants Loſſes in this long 


War; but not being skilbd in Merchantile Affairs, I will not 
preſume to treat thereof, only obſerve, that we are now per- 


plext with a French Piratical War, more detrimental than choſe 


formerly with the Turks, who are accounted Men of better Mo- 
rals ; as is experimented in their late Treaty with the Right 
Honourable the Lord Paget; beſides, were leſs pernicious, being 
at a freacer URrance + oo i 227 3 
The Groſs vexatiouſneſs of the Fench to the Engliſh, will ap- 
pear in-the following Diſcourſe. 
I hopel ſhall reſt in a moderate and charitable Wiſh as to 
Church Affairs, that with Affection, rather than any Compulſion, 


the Union may be circled with this Motto, Eccleſia Magnæ Bri- 


 tannia Concordia. 


The Word Union is of a large Extent, whether it's obſerv'd 
in reference to Divinity, Quatenus, the Trinity in Unity, or in 
reference to our Humanity, whereby Adam had his firſt Happi- 
neſs. To look back and enter into Diſcourſes upon theſe Two 


Heads would make Volumes, which would be more than I am 


able to undertake, 1 wiſh I may offer the courteous Reader Satis- 
faction purſuant to its Effects in England, where, if I miſtake not, 
it has plac'd and fix'd more valuable Jewels in the Crown than 


| Legions, Regiments, Battalions, or Squadrons ; the daily Broils 


of the Heptarchy are for ever vaniſ'd, Barons Wars ceas'd, 
York and Lancaſter united ; Wales, which long conteſted for the 
Defence of its Principality, is much happier in its Union with 
England, and undoubted. Worth Britain will find the like good 


Effects, ſome good Events we have found already; and this does 


appear, if we both look back into our Annals, which make ma- 
nifeſt that Mars and Venus both have been induſtrious, laborious, 
ſolicitous, and courageouſly inſtrumental, for bringing this Union 


about, ſince King Edward l. one of the wiſeſt Kings that ruled 


in England, endeavour'd to joyn Scotland to England by Con- 
queſt, above 400 Years ſince, he ſucceeded in part, but could not 
keep it. Edward III. Anno primo Cap. 7. about 340 Years ſince, 
Commiſſions were awarded to ſeveral Shires to prepare Men of 
Arms, and convey them to the King into Scotland, &c. Near 
100 Years more palt in Differences and Hoſtilities, whereby ſuch 
Depredations and Devaſtations were made, that the North of 
England and South of Seotland is a vaſt Plain at this time, and de · 


monſtrates, that until this happy Union 2 
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of the French to diſturb the Peace of 


0440 


Ad Jealouſies, for there has not been any conſiderable planting; 
ſince there is neither Shade or Shelter for many Miles. King Hez- 


ry the Seventh ſtudy'd by Policy to unite the Two Kingdoms, by 


ferring an Alliance and Union with Scotland to that of France, 
and his Reaſons are mentioned in the Genealogical Hiſtory of 
Sand. ſord and Stebbing, Eſq; 463. which Thought God was pleas'd 
to bring to effect about 100 Years after, for the Marriage was on 
St. Pauls Day at St. Pauls, Anno 1502, and King James the Sixth 
of Scotland began his Reign in England Anno 1602, where he 
reign'd 22 Years after he had peaceably enjoy'd the Throne of 
Scotland ſeveral Years; He came over without Arguments or 
Arms, ad coroborandum Titulum, but enjoy'd both Kingdoms in 


. marrying 4ergerer, bis eldeſt Daughter, to King James the 
Fourth of Scotland, and his youngeſt to the French King, pre- 


Tranquility, having nothing to diſturb his Reign but the Argu- 


ments and Agents of Rome and France; yet tho' his Courtiers 
and Friends which he brought with him were Men of Learning 
and Wiſdom (as well as himſelf) yet they could not compremite 
an Union agreeable to the Intereſt of the People of both King- 
doms for obſtructing theſe Endeavours. | 


Queen Margaret, after the Death of King Fames the Fourth, 


was incited. by the French King to a War with England. 


J/ide Sanford and Steb, Lib. 6. Cap. 5. Fol. 522, 523. And in 


the 31ſt of Queen Elizabeth the Pope appear'd with ail the 


Malignity and Power he conld raiſe by his Bulls, by. aſſiſting 


the Auſtrian Eagle in the Spaniſh Armada, and they uſed :}} 
the Endeavours that might be for making Commotions in 


Scotland, which have often been a Door for the Admiſſion 
| England, by raiſing Divi- 
{ions and fomenting Jealouftes to prevent the Union of Great 


Britain, which is now happily effected; and the preſent Benefits 


the united Kingdom enjoys, and its reaſonable Hopes for com- 


paſſing farther Events, does appear ſo material that I need not 


{ay more under that Head, but go on plainly with the underta- 


King to demonſtrate that the way of Recruits might for a Year 


or Two be good Phylick, in taking up diſorderly, luſty, idle 


young People, as the Act deſcribes, but the long Continuante of 
the Methods which much interferes does not prove wholſome 
good Diet. 8 . 


I hope, if I ay nothing but Truth, I ſhall not be counted a 


Diſparager, for its apparent the firſt Order or Directions are 
extended ſo that the common Youths of the Nation are almoſt 


dis 
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5 9 „ 
diſpirited and effeminated, being debarr'd of all forts of:publick: 
Recreations or Sports of Activity, which were great Helps for 
making them fir for Soldiers; nor dare they go to Fair or Market 
for fear of a peekiſn Hireling Conſtable, or Pariſh Officer, who will: 
ſeize him as a Loirerer, and hamper him into a great Expence, 
if he does not ſend him for a Soldier, without bringing him be- 
fore a juſtice of the Peace; Its confeſs'd a Conſtable has been for- 
merly of great Reputation, Authority and Eſteem, but now they 
are become Hirelings, aud ſolicit for the Oſſice, in which they- - 
ſoon commence to act many indirect Practices, and uſe honeſt 
Men by many degrees worſe than we do our Horſes, by putting 
them into Barns, Goals, or the Savoy, which gives ſo great a 
Diſguſt to them, that it cauſes many Runaways or Deſerters, 
whoſe Number is expreſs'd to be 20000 Men loytering in Eng- 
land, by a Gentleman who writes much better than I am able on 
this Subject, viz. the Author of a ſhort Method propogd to 
prevent Deſertion of Soldiers for the future; &c. which Book 
was fold in Weſtminſter Hall the laſt Year , and, as 
I am inform'd, has been renew'd this Year, the Truth of which 
I - ſhall not aſſert, but if true, I am morally aſſur'd thoſe Men, 
who are in Fact condemn'd by Law, will be deſperate if they 
come into any Commotion, which I heartily wiſh may not hap- 
pen, for the Preparatories are viſible, Pens and Pulpits being 
fall of Vinegar and Gall; and the Pamphlets are fo full of Bu- 
lingſgate, or ſcurrilous Language, that it's wonderful we have 
not daily Broils in our Streets. „„ 

More might be ſaid on this Subject, which I ſhall wave, only 
this Inſtance, that I am told the Conſtable, and other Pariſh Offi- 
cers, take ill Women into their Aſſiſtance for Recruits, who in- 
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ſnare young Men, and immediately ſend for the Pariſn Officer to 


take him or them up, and go Snacks of the Allowance. Now if 
Men be hurry*d from their Country withoyt Liberty of taking 
Leave of their Friends, and their Recruit-Money ſpent, and per- 
haps Hunger pinch'd before they arrive in a ſtrange Country, 
where it's probable they do not underſtand the Language, nor 
us d to the Diet, nor have any Proſpect of future Compenſation, 
theſe will raiſe Inclinations in them to deſert;whereas if the Militia 
was rais'd bythe Freeholders of betwixt 50 and 160/. per Ann. and 
enabled with the Powers in the Recrvit Bill, and for puniſhing 

Mutineers and Defertion, they would be diligent to — | 
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ſoch People as the Law makes liable to be taken vp, and proba- 
bly by fair Diſcoorſes, or Perſwaſions, or ſome Money in hand, 

may compaſs Repreſeatatives who will cheerfully ſer ve, upon the 
Aſſurances that the Perſon he repreſents, will take care for him in 
caſe he's diſabled by any means, and alſo to aſſiſt him for the 
County's Reward, either for his own proper Uſe, or for the 
Help of his Wife or Childten. 1 5 "wr ut 

I muſt confeſs this extends to the Meaſures of a more experi- 
enc'd Writer then I can pretend to be, for the Reaſons I have . 
offer'd in other Papers, which may be my Apology if I am any | 

ways taken notice of for this, which I could be very much inlarge 
it I ſhould inſtance half the Complaints I hear which exceed the 
Limits of the Law. I have heard an Old Parſon in his Pulpit of- 
ren expreſs that formerly it was a Saying, Homo Homini Deus, 

now It's Homo Homini Leo aut Lupus. It's apparent we uſe each 
other worſe than we do the Blacks we buy, for we treat them 
like Chriſtians if we do not chriſten them. 

' Theſe Diſcourſes will all vaniſh if theſe Methods of the Militia 
become practicable, or any other the Parliament ſhall think more | 
proper; ic will be a Diverſion both to the Queen, Nobility, is 
Geatry, Citizens, and Country, to ſee 10000 lafantry, 2000 - . <Þ 

Cavalry, and 500 Dragoons. The Proportion of Cavalry allot- 
ed to the Infantry is ſet forth to be a fifth part in the Military + 
Inſtructions collected out of divers ancient and modern Authors, Mö 
and rectify d ia the Low Country Wars, Ar. 163 2. Cap. 19. Fol. 26. 
Every Year, for Four Years ſucceſſively, if Her Majeſty 
ſo pleaſes, at Hounſlow- Heath, betwixt May-Day and Midſum- 
mer; this ill animate the Men to be fo view'd in new Clothing, 
that what Company ſhall be requir'd will move cheerfully into 
foreign Services; If the whole of Foot be requir'd by the Queen 
in Council to attempt the French 3 or 4 Months, being allow'd 

ſomething more than the cuſtomary Army Pay, I doubt not bot 
they will freely march; tor there's a diverting. Story of a brisk 
repartee betwixt Cardinal Max arine and General Cromwel, when 
the Deſigu was agitating againſt Dunkirk. The Cardinal ſent 
this Advice to the General: That he ſhould ſend good ſtore of Beef 
and Pudding with his Men; the General reply'd, That he would 
| ſtuff them well before they ſet out, and that they ſhould take the Place 
before they had digeſted it. VV 
The like may happen again, eſpecially if their 
don Officers will head them, but with Submiſſion, no 
Commiſſion Officer of the Militia who generouſly, dutifully, 
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and affectionately, undertakes Arms for the Service of the 


Queen, Preſervation of the Conſt itut ion in Church and State, 
the Security of their native Country, and Families, without 

Proſpect or Expectation of any other preſent or future Advan- 
tage, ſhall be requir'd or enjoyn'd to go beyond Seas; for in 
caſe the whole of Foot ſhould be requir'd, the Officers undoubt- 
edly remaining will be a great Encouragement for railing Men; 
if after the Experiment of this Rotation thro? Explend in 4 Years 
the Queen and Parliament ſhall think fit to continue another Ro- 
tation, yet, with Submiſſion to better Judgment, thoſe Gen- 
try that do voluntary take Commiſſioas in the Militia ought to 
have ſome ſeeming Reward or Encouragements, and to that 
pur poſe 1 preſume humbly to offer this to Conſideration, whe- 
ther, if they themſelves think fit to plead it, ſhould not be ex- 
empt from all Civil Employments that are chargeable, as being 
High Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace, Commiſſioners in the pub- 
lick Affairs in the Government, or any other chargeable Offices, 
for a Soldier ſhould be as free as it's poſſible from all worldly 
Cares, for it's Buſineſs enough to ſtudy Military Undertakings, 
which requires being Maſter of the Mathematicks, and for che 
Undertaking he deſerves Kaighthood, if his Eſtate will proper-- 
. ly bear it, as well as a Lord-Mayor or Sheriff, &c. 

By this means all England takes their Turns in ſome Equality, 
and will be eaſily underſtood whether a Gratitude and Satisfacti- 
on remains for the Indulgence and Favour of the Crown and Go- 
vernment in taking away Knights- Ser vice, and accepting Repre- 
ſeatatives in the Militia, or whether they will be willing to pay 
Taxes to maintain a Standing-Army in Times of Peace. If the 
Militia be this Year rais'd it will be a Preparatory for War or 
Peace the next Year. þ „ 

By this means the Exciſe will be increas'd, Her Majeſty's 
Health being frequently drank with hearty Huzza's, and this 
loud Acclamation, Long may the Queen live, and vanquiſh the 
French, Trading alſo. much more encourag'd, 12500 Men 
being annually Cloath'd, will exceed Queen Elizaberb's burn- 
ing 3o0oo!. worth of Wool when it was a Drug, the Men 
improve in Military Diſcipline, Diſcontents and Factions 
diſincourag'd and ſuppreſs'd, the Soldiers Duty will appear 
ſo augmented, they will march cheerfully. - 

And by reaſon it is not probable that Her Majeſty will be at 


Leiſure to take any long Progreſs for View of Her Subje&s du- 
FO os „ ring 


(180 „ 
ring this War, therefore it's requiſite that thoſe of Her Subjects 
who are able ſhould attend upon Her Majeſty ; and if this Diſ- 
courſe have the Favour to be taken into Conſideration, though 
Time may be ſhort; yet uadoubtecly 'theſe eminent Cities of 
London and Weſtminſter, and the Lines of Communication, may 
raiſe the firſt 100 Foot, 2000 Horſe, and 500 Dragoons, and 
be at Hounflow by Midſummer next at fartheſt, without taking 
Harveſt People, which ſome Clauſes in the former Recruit Act 
have licens'd or allow'd. 5 „ 


I confeſs my ſelf not Maſter of Arithmetick ſo as to undertake 
the Dividend of the fourth part of 50ceo, bur I have that part of 
good Fortune to be acquainted with a political Arichmetictan, 
whoſe Favour I hope for in the equal Dividend, according to 6 4. 
in the Pound proportionable to the 4 s. ia the Pound upon what 
is generally calPd the Land-Tax. 


This 6 d. in the Pound is look'd upon to be the main Stum- 
ng block in all this Diſcourſe, which I would remove or eaſe 
aus. | DE | | 


Arſt, not deſiring more than 3 d. per Pound, to be paid by 
Midſummer, for ſatisfying the Cloathing the 12500 Men, and 
their daily Pay for 28 Days, the 3 d. to be paid by Chriſtmas next 
into the Treaſury of each County, for the daily Pay of every 
Finder, who is to pay his Repreſentative as he's call'd out, and 
receive the like ſrom the Treaſurer of the County at Chriſtmas 
Seſſions, by this means the Militia Money circulates; and if it 
ſhall be ſaid this is hard upon the Land, I confeſs it to be ſo for 
this Year, yet if the Militia, as it ſtands at preſent, ſhould be 
called out this Year, it will be harder upon Land it ſelf if Mo- 
ney and Offices be not brought in to aſſiſt the Land, and I know 
no reaſon why they ſhould not, ſince the Military Service is a 
Preſervative to him that has Hundreds or Thouſands in Money 
or Offices as well as in Lands, moreover, if in this Year of Im- 
mergences this Tax on the Militia ſnould grow hard, it's in the 
Power of the Parliament to abate to 3 3. 6 d. the next Year, if the 
War continues, and Recruit-Money will be {av'd. 


This 
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This Paragraph or Two to be added. As to the Horſe and 
 - Dragoons, it's thought not proper to ſend them abroad, for 
conſidering the Temperature we are in, they, and their Riders 
alſo, ought to be ready within Call; for now all our Inland 
Fortifications are demoliſhed, there is leſs Danger of forming 
any ſolid Body of Malecontents; and the quick Motion of Horſe 
and Dragoons, upon the firing a Beacon, or any private Inſtru- 
ctions, will be near as uſeful, being ſcattered over the Kingdom, 
as ſo many kept in a Body in a few parts, for Ten or Twelve 
being in a Body, moving to a Rendezvous, will in Probability 
meet with and diſſipate thoſe that are going to joyn in a Com- 


motion. 


Furthermore I crave leave to add this Paragraph, for the 
commanding of the whole Body of the Militia, which are pro- 
pos'd to be reduc'd to 5c000 Men, that there ſhall be 20 Lords- 
Lieutenants, id eſt, 5 to every Diſtrict, whereof 3 ſhall com- 
mand 3300 and odd of the Foot, and 2 of them 1250 of Cavalry 
and Dragoons, which are to be drawn upon the Right and Left 
Wings of Foot in the Camp at Hownſlew, which is the Height of 
my Ambitioa to ſee, hoping it may be ſatisfactory to the whole 
Kingdom, and which may be brought to paſs without great 
Difficulty, if the Parliament think fit to take the Militia into 


their Conſideration, and to eſtabliſh it upon this or any other 


Foot that they ſhall eſteem moſt conducing to the Honour and 
Safety of the Realm, and to the Eaſe, Benefit, and Quiet of the 


SubjeR. 


And as to the annual Charge of raiſing the Militia, I am very 
much perſuaded that the Freeholders will bear it without much 
Complaint, and undoubtedly will be infinitely more careful than 
the Hireling Conſtable ia ſeeking for their Deſerters. 


Here I had Intentions of concluding, but to demonſtrate my 
various Thoughts 1 requeſt Leave to add as follows. 0 


Imprimis, Stat. 7. Edw. I. Says, it belongs to the King to pro- 
hibit Force of Arms, and all other Force againſt the Peace, and 
G42 to 


DD 


1 5 (20 5 
to puniſh Offenders therein according to Law. And herein eve- 
© ry Subject is bound to be aiding. 5 


Stat. 1. E. III. Stat. 2. 5. None ſhall be charged to Arm him- 
ſelf, other ways than was uſed in the time of the King's Progeni- 
tors; neither vet ſhall any be compell'd to go out of his Shire, 
but when neceſſity requireth, and the ſudden coming of ſtrange 
Enemies into the Realm, and then it ſhall be done, as in times 
paſt, for the Defence of the Realm. | 


Stat. c. 18. Hen. VI. to. It is Felony for a Soldier (retained to 
ſerve the King in his Wars) not to go with, or to depart from 
his Captain, without Licenſe. | 


Stat. 7. Hen. VII. 1. A Captain which ſhall not have the 
whole number of Soldiers, or not pay them their due Wages, + 
within ſix Days after he ſhall have received them, ſhall forfeit al 
his Goods and Chartels, and ſuffer Impriſonment. 


Stat. 2. & 3. Edw. VI. 2. A Soldier that makes away his 
Horſe or Arms (proof thereof being made before the Chief 
Commander) ſhall ſuffer Impriſonment without Bail, until he 
hath ſatisfied the Party at whoſe Charge he was ſet our. 


In this Act alſo it's Felony (without Benefit of. the Clergy ) 
for a Soldier retain'd to depart without Licenſe of his Comman- 

der ; whereupon Juſtices of the Peace may proceed as in caſe 
of Felony. | i BE 


After theſe Strictneſſes, comes the Compaſſion and natural 
Equity in that Age, which was a conſiderable Sum in thoſe Days, 
for a maimed Soldier, upon a Certificate under the Hand and 
Seal of the Chief Commander, or the Captain under whom he 
ſerved z to him that hath not born Offices not exceeding 10 l. 
to any Officer under a Lieutenant 15 l. to a Lieutenant 201. 


This Statute admits of many Particulars, as Wingate in his 
Abridgmeat, reviewed and revived by Waſhington, will demon- 
ſtrate, from whom I have theſe Abſtracts, therefore I may be 
eaſily diſcover d upon ſuſpicion or diſlike. If I quote, I will, as 

| near 


near as I can, be true; where J do not quote, if I ſay that which 
is not allow'd to he generally good, it's my misfortune ; for 1 
intend every Particle for the beſt in the main; tho? moſt Actions, 
and even a ſhort Sentence, may admit of various Conſtructions, 
and it's oft faid, that moſt things have two Handles; and if 1 
am taken by the weakeſt, and muſt, like a crazy piece of Ear- 
then-ware, fall to the Ground and be daſh'd in pieces, I am the 
more unfortunate, eſpecially at this Seaſon, when the Doctrine 
of Charity and Compaſſion for Misfortunes and Infirmities, is 
the grand Admonitioo. But if I am the only Perſon blameable, 
I hope in the concluſion (afcer I have recited ſome more Sta- 
tutes, and Sum'd up the Heads of this Diſcourſe ia this Eſcrole ) 
to ſay ſomething for my ſelf, by way of Declaration, which 
may indicate my deſire for an Attonement. 


Stat. 4. & 5. Phil. & Mar. 3. If any one, who ſhall be com- 
manded to Muſter. by any authorized. thereunto, doth abſent 
himſelf, having no lawful excuſe) or at ſuch Muſters doth not 
bring with him his beſt Arms, he ſhall ſuffer ro Days Impriſon- 
ment without Bail, to be impoſed by the Perſons fo authorized, 
unleſs he agree to pay 40 J. as a Fine, to the uſe of the King and 
Queen, and the Heirs and Succeſſors of the Queen; which Fine 
ſhall be eſtreated into the Exchequer, by the ſaid Perſons ſo au- 
thorized under their Seals, within two Months after ſuch Agree- 
ment, and afterwards levied as Fines, aſſeſſed by Juſtices of Aſ- 
fize and Goal-delivery in their Circuits. 


This Statute muſt be concluded to extend to the Perſon bim 
felf, whom we will call a Finder ; for it cannot be ſuppoſed, that 
a Servant riding his Maſter's Horſe, or an Hireling, repreſent- 
ing a Freeholder, is capable of Compounding for 401. There 
are ſeveral material Inſtances in this Act, which are to be 
view'd at leiſure and at large, which neither Time nor Room 
will admit of now. Therefore I only recite theſe two. In- 


ances. 


Firſt, Offences committed duriog the time of Service ſhall be 
' heard and determined by the Chief Commander. 


Secondly, 
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© Secondly, This AR ſhall not diſcharge Service of War incident 
to the Tenure of Land. N N 
This brings me to the Recital of Tenures heretofore, which 


have been theſe, Knighrs-Service, Villeneage, Eſcuage, Wardſhip, 
and ſeveral others, which are deſcribed in ſeveral Volumes of 


Aatiquity, which are an obſolete Reading, tho? divertive, yet A Fg 
not to be brought within the compaſs of this Diſcourſe. But * 
upon this occaſion of comparing former Ages with the preſent, IB 


they are really neceſſary; therefore I requeſt here to recite 
their Efficacy. 


iKnights- Service obliged to attend the King when in Arms, ei- 
ther at home or abroad. He that held Land in a whole Kaight's 
Fee, was obliged to attend the King forty Days, well and con- 
veniently array'd for the War. If he had two or three Knight's 
Fees, his Times were to be increaſed accordingly. If half a 


| Knighi's- Fee, twenty Days, &c. pro rata. 1 * 


Villenage was upon the ſeeming preſent ſort of Veomandry, 
who wete to take care of the Liege- Lord's Lands in Demeane, 
as we ſay; for Plowing and all Husbandry, beſides fetching his 
Coals, Materials for Buildings, or ſuch Services he ſhould be 

called to, which, in ſhort, did not allow him any time for him 
to ſay he was Maſter of, eſpecially during the War. 


Eſcuage ſeems to mitigate this Rigour ; for Eſcuage, according 
to my apprehenſion, was either to go in Perſon, as above in the 
Kaights-Service, or Commute, as we ſay now, commonly Com- 
pound, by paying a Sum pro rata, according as the Land he poſ- 
ſeſſes, Knight's Fee 2, 3, or half one. OE 


A Ward | ſhall not deſcribe, becauſe under Age, and not fit to 
march under Mars's Banner; yet the Cœrcive Power to ſerve 
-vader Venus, ſeem'd a greater Grievance to the Subject; for un- 
der the one you could die but once, under the other you might 
live 60 Vears in daily Torment, each minute worſe than Death. 
For Marriage was oft- times directed, like or not like, as the 
Guardian thought fit. This laſt, or any of the former, wes 
. 


really conſidered, I ſtood amaz d at the Health to Old England; = 

and the more now, becauſe ſome Gentlemen I have. met with 
lately, who | thought had read more than my ſelf, have lavgh'd 
at my deſires for a Definition of Old England. EY Ot Fe gr 


If theſe four Inſtances may be look'd upon as Members of the 
Body Politick in former Times, I deſire to be pardoned, if I 
| ſay, this Monarchical Power was as Deſpotical, as any Monarchy 
in Chriſtendom: ;, it's confeſt it did not extend to Life, but it had 

the privilege of the firſt Night with the Bride, which yet in 
ſome places pays a Compoſition, and is call'd Lairwite. 


More Inſtances of this kind might be brought, even from 
Magna Charta ſelf. | | | 


31. If a Barony eſcheat to the King, the Tenants that hold 
of the ſame (not having other Lands that hold of the King in 
chief) ſhall pay like Relief, and do like Services to the King after 
ſuch Eſcheat, as they did to their former Lords, &c. 


32. No Freeman ſhall give or ſell ſo much of his Land, that. 
of the reſidue the Lord of the Fee may not have Services due 


to him. 


It's confeſsd, ſeveral little Rents are remaining, to keep in 
Mind the Services the generality of the People underwent for- 
merly; which certainly are not to be wiſh'd for under the hon- 
ourable and happy Character of Old England: For if Old Eng- 
land has been under hard Services ſince Magna Charta (which 
was obtain'd by Popular Sway) what did ſhe endure or under go, 
before Magna Charta gain'd ? It's well obſerv'd and compro- 
miz'd by Sir John Denham, in his Poem call'd Cooper's- Hall. 


Thus Kings, by graſping more than they could hold, 
Firſt by Oppreſſion made their Subjects bold; 
And Popular Sway, by forcing Kings to give, 
More than was fit for Subjects to receive, 

Kun to the like Extream; both by exceſs, 

For being greater, make each other leſs. - 


1 would 
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I T would willingly join Iſſue, and pledge the Health to Old 
England, if they only recite the Honour and Courage of Old 
England, which appear'd, demonſtrated, and effected their greet 
Exploits by thoſe Services; which do clearly Evidence, that tte 
Nobilicy and Gentry going Perſonally into the Field, do defend _ 
and conquer with Honour and Advantage, like the Antient Ro- 
mans, who, whilſt they went ia Perſon, conquered for the moſt 
part, but when they had enlarg'd their Dominions, and rais'd, 
as they thought, an Immortal Terrour, Honour and Character, 
they became Effeminate, and made uſe of mercenary Armies, 
and declin'd the uſe of Arms themſelves: So that in proceſs of 
Time, they waving the general Good, ſet up for deep Politici- 
ans, and by ſeparate Inſinuations, obtain'd Popularity, and ſo 
fell into Domeſtick Quarrels, till there's nothing remaining 
more than ſome of their Statues, Medals, and Hiltories, to de- 
monſtrate what they have been. 33 


I only hint at this Precedent with ſome of our own, to de- 
monſtrate the Advantages of Perſonal Appearance. It was by 
this means that the Scors were ſo oft repuls'd, when they made 
Incurſions upon us; by this means Wales was brought to an en- 
tire Obedience and Union; by the ſame means Jreland became 
Tributary; and the Exgliſh made Inroads into France to ſuch a 
degree, that we claim it as our Right by Conqueſt, as well as 
Deſcent : But we have loſt that Power by a long Series of Peace 
in Queen Elizabeth's Days, and King James the Firſt, for after 
ſhe had happily defeated the Spaniſh Armado, ſhe did, it's con- 
feſs'd, ſet up and went a great way in the Dominion of the 
Narrow Seas, and ſoon after reſted her ſelf contented with Fa- 
miliarities and pretty Inſinuat ions into her People; whoſe Steps, = 
King James I. followed; for he had ſuch an averſion to Gun- © 
; Powder, he ſmelt it at a great diſtance, and ſo beioag a Man of © 

* Literature he coaverſed with Scholaſt icks, and went a great way 
towards arguing ont Popery ; which made the ſubtle Jeſvice go 
another way to work, and dreſs himſelf in a Fanatical diſguiſe, 
under which it's doubted he ſtill lurks amongſt us; however it's 
ſadly experienc'd, that the Jeſuic was the Beilows that blew up 
the lite Civil War; and alcho' he could not inſinuate himſelf 
into the majority of the Nobility and Gentry, ſo as to alienate © 

| them 
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them from their Duty to their King, yet he knew, what 
1 have ſeveral times heard recited, as the Original of an 
Engliſh Gentleman or two, that the only means to coun- 
_ ter Honour is Zeal. And ſo we found that the Enthuſi- 
aſtick Head, and hard Hand, incouraging the nathinking 
Mob at that time with Plunder and Sacrilege, brought us 
almoſt to Devaſtations ; and yet I hear ſome admire the 
Man that had the Gathering of two or three eaſie Reigns, 
or Gleanings of that Confuſion, as we naturally call Arbi- = 
trary Power. It's confeſs'd - thoſe Times ſhew'd great #1 
Courage, Blood and Slaughter, on both ſides, Which appear d 
as a Scene of Mirth to him that thought he had Succeſs. 
But when we commend : theſe Traditions or Hiſtorical 
Stories of Courage, we ſeem to reſemble the Perſon that 
loves Honey, but does not conſider the laborious Bee, 
who goes abroad with a natural [nclinatioa to gather 
Store againſt the Winter, at every glimps of : Sun-ſhine 
innocently moving, not apprehenſive of the Storm that 
is coming, which perhaps affrights her home before ſhe 
has found ont any thing to compenſate her pains, and fo 
returns to her Hive empty of any Loading, only rejoycing 
that ſhe has ſav'd her Life; and if when the beſt of Days 
happen to favour her, and ſhe make quick returns, unload- 
ing her | ſelf immediately as ſhe- gathers, yet we ſcarce 
think or know from what Bryars, Brambles, Thorns, and 
* prickly. Buſhes, ſhe has obtain'd this we ſo much delight 
in, and fo tyrannically, as I may call ic, deſtroy this la- 
borious Creature. This is a true Repreſentation of our 
Government-Power and its Effects, till lately. It's ſigce 
the Reſtoration that the Engliſh Subject was put into the 
' moſt likely Enjoyment of what the Terreſtrial Matters can 
afford, and theſe Halcyon Days were ſecur'd us by the 
Stat. 12 Car. Il. c. 24. All Tenures by Knights Service 
in Capite, and Common Soccage, and the Fruits and Con- 
ſequences thereof ſhall be taken away; and all Tenures 
turn'd into Free and Common Soccage.z and all Convey-. 
ances and Deviſes ſince the 24th of February, 1645, lhall 


owe 


be of ſuch effect, as if the Lands and Hereditaments had 2 
theu been holden in Free Soccage only, and not ix Capite. ; 
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| oh to full Strength; ſo that we would neither indure 
Bit nor Bridle, and the Spurs are of no uſe without Back- 
ing; ſo that in truth, it was no great difficulty to treat 


With the Crowg' to part with theſe Tackle; which (un- 
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Jeſs the Court of 'Wards) in my apprehenſion had not been 
made uſe of for many Years; yet the Wiſdom of the 
Nation did not like to ſee them hang in their ſight, and 
therefore were willing to come to a Compact. And the 
whole Nation having drank rather too much, in the Re- 
joycing at the Reſtoration of him that had an Hereditary 
Right, and was affable in his Treat to a Bargain; and 
fo, as I apprehend it, either by ſhortning the Meaſure, 
or ſmalling the Liquor, or taking away a little of the 
Brewer's immenſe Profit, we were eas'd of all theſe In- 


cumbrances for Exciſe. The Militia being Re-Eſtabliſh'd, 


and in ſome parts a little new modePd ; which ſeemed 
very ſatisfactory and a good Security, till our Neighbours 
grew - Potent, and we Conſiderable, having in the main 
recovered our - inteſtine Ruins, the Plague and Fire of 


London. And then Grumblings began, Jealouſies again in- 


creaſed, and every individual Perſon ſeem'd co Arm again, 
and Politicians began to-- publiſh Reaſons ; and had not 
our Neighboors Potency both. by Sea and Land given us 
apprehenſions of their readineſs to flip in amongſt us; 
we lopk'd very like the adventuring another Eruption, 
which Providence has mercifully prevented, by his own 
fcourging Methods, which puts us in thorough Fears, tho“ 
in his Mercy he hath ſtopt both the apparent Dangers, 


either of bringing in Popery, or Arbitrary Power, by In- 


ſinuations and Policies, or Popery and Devaſtation, by a 


Pot Ne Jur 
Potent Ne ghbour. 
- Fa... " F 8 5 

- * * 1 ** * * * wth : 
* 2 88 * A s 3 * 


9 


3 n « which. for the 8 is . bud i 
of, ſeveral $cribliggs. and Diſcourſes, and ſeveral. ſegious = 
| Conſiderations .of the wiſer Heads, All which are, or. 
_ ought to be wiſh'd. to be Succeſsful, for finding out the 11 
5 beſt Expedients for- our Preſervation. 5 5 
I ſhall only beg leave to add one or two Obſervations m re, | 
* which with all deference imaginable is humbly N 23 
I better Judgments (for I hope and delire that I may. Ct 
| © «#houghror cenſur'd as dilpareger) if I ſay that the-Recruit 
Bill contains ſomethiogWike a Negative agaialt its own Ts. <2 
and proper, and uſeful en as thus ; VVV 


Fer the ſpeedy nd ecken Recruiting. of Her Majiſties Rab"; 28 
Forces and Marines for the $ervice of the Near 1 799; &c. Its en- "i 5, 
acted thet the Commiſſioneryg or any three of them in their Reſpe» © 
ctive Places or Stations, 43 haue Authority and Pomor te Raiſe © 
: and Levie all ſuch able Bodkd Men as do not follow or Exerciſe 
* any lawful Calling, or fron. or have not ſome ot her law; ul 
and ſufficient Support and Maintenance t0 ſerve Her Majeſties- 
Soldiers, yet in the ſaid Att is this Clauſe provided always. And. 
it is hereby declared, that this t ſuall not extend to the 1 
or levying any Perſon te ſerve 4 Sate, who ſhall make it ap- 
pear that he bath any Vote in the Elecbion of any Member or Mem- 
bers to. ſerve in Parliament; in ay County, City, Borough, As 25 
Pers or Place, within the Kg Great Britain. | 


Now with ſubmiſſion, (if Obſeryations may paſs Muſter) this 

Clauſe protects a moiety of the Recruits deſign d, by the ex- 

preſs Directions (in the Body of the AR). for thoſe Able Men. 

that do not follow or exerciſe any fawful Calling or Employ-- 
ment, or have not ſome other lawful and ſuſficient. Support 
and Maintenance; for Market-Towns contain more Loiter— 
ers, than the Country. As will be found-vpon Examination of 
two evaſive Practices: The firſt i is, by ſetting out the poor 

Children of Pariſhes to Mechanick Trades 3 whereas the Law 

_ direQs they ſhall be placed upon thep lough orHushandry'ofthe | 
Pariſh : Whereupon conſequently the Plopgh mult ſtand Nyl,. 
the Corn ſhed in the Field, and the Graſs rot on the Ground 

as the laſt Clauſe of the Recruit-Bill takes Cognizance "= 


And duriag this all Trades ate over-ſtock'd 3 fo that the Loi- 
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